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will, of course, keep an open mind. It
doesn’t mean Congress is going to
agree with him. It is going to be a very
tough sell because it is hard to under-
stand why indefinite detention for ter-
rorists on U.S. soil is preferable to de-
taining terrorists who cannot be re-
leased in Guantanamo. This is espe-
cially true when one considers the fact
that bringing terrorists here presents
serious risks that simply do not exist if
we keep the terrorists in the secure fa-
cility down there in Guantanamo Bay.

This much is crystal clear though: If
the President wants to be able to im-
port Guantanamo terrorists into Amer-
icans’ backyards, he is going to have to
persuade a majority in Congress to
change the law. The law prevents that.

Just last week, big bipartisan majori-
ties in Congress voted twice to under-
score the point. We overwhelmingly
passed a defense authorization bill with
a clear bipartisan prohibition on the
President moving Guantanamo terror-
ists into our country. We overwhelm-
ingly passed a veterans funding bill
with a clear bipartisan prohibition on
the President improving military fa-
cilities for the detention of Guanta-
namo terrorists in our country.

The Senate has voted many times in
recent years to enact these bipartisan
protections. We enacted them in Con-
gresses with split party control. We en-
acted them in Congresses with massive
Democratic majorities. The President
signed them all into law. So if the
President wants to bring Guantanamo
terrorists into the United States, he
has to change the law. That is the
opinion of the President’s own Attor-
ney General. She was asked directly
this week if the President should ig-
nore legislation passed by Congress
that prohibits him from transferring
Guantanamo detainees to American
soil. This is what Attorney General Lo-
retta Lynch said: ‘“The law currently
does not allow for that.” Let me repeat
that. “The law currently does not
allow for that.” That is Attorney Gen-
eral Lynch of this administration.
That is what the Nation’s chief law en-
forcement officer, a woman appointed
by President Obama himself, had to
say on his ability to import Guanta-
namo terrorists into our country.

This isn’t exactly a revelation to
anybody. The fact that the President is
now contemplating flouting the law in
pursuit of a campaign promise from
years ago means that it is apparently
necessary for his own Attorney General
to remind everybody that the law is
the law, even for President Obama.

There are a multitude of other rea-
sons not to bring these individuals into
our country. I plan to continue remind-
ing my colleagues of them here on the
floor from time to time.

If the President ever presents some
kind of plan we can actually debate, I
am sure there will be several different
views on it. I am sure we will each have
a lot to say. I am sure the President
will make his pitch to convince Con-
gress that moving terrorists into
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American communities is a good idea.
As I said, it will be a hard sell. But the
President should make his case if he
feels passionately about it. For now,
though, we should at least be able to
agree with what one of our Democratic
colleagues recently said of the Presi-
dent: ‘“He is going to have to comply
with the legal restrictions.”

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 3762

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3762) to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to section 2002 of the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year
2016.

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further
proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

SYRIAN REFUGEES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we all know
that the Federal Government has many
obligations, but chief among them is to
protect the American people from
harm. That responsibility is now at the
forefront of talk here in our Nation’s
Capital, and rightfully so. ISIS con-
tinues to spread its campaign of terror
across the entire world.

The United States is committed to
combating terrorism. Our government
will do all that is possible to protect
the people of this Nation. In this fight
against evil ISIS, it is absolutely crit-
ical that we as Americans do not lose
sight of our Nation’s core principles.
Those principles are eloquently etched
into the base of the Statue of Liberty.

I can remember taking my family
there for the first time. I didn’t have
all my children yet—we had more that
had to be born—but my older children
still remember that. I remember it.

Here is what it says:

Give me your tired, your poor,
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Your huddled masses yearning to breathe
free,

The retched refuse of your teaming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed,
to me.

That, of course, is directed to the
United States. All across Europe and
the Middle East, there are huddled
masses of Syrian families desperate to
find refuge someplace from Syria’s
civil war and the ISIS reign of terror.
Millions of Syrians fled their country.
About 300,000 of them have been killed
since the civil war started—300,000.
They fled to neighboring nations such
as Turkey, Lebanon, and tiny little
Jordan.

But the crisis in Syria continues to
worsen and people are forced to seek
refuge. What else can they do? On a
daily basis, Europe’s borders are being
flooded by people in search of safety
and a better life—mothers cradling in-
fants and fathers carrying children in
their arms. The nations of Europe have
helped. Greece, Germany, and others
have accommodated the enormous in-
flux of people as safely as possible.

They are overwhelmed. The United
States must do its part. We have a rig-
orous screening process for when we ac-
cept these refugees. The refugees we
are accepting are women and children
and old and older men with families.
Only 2 percent of the refugees are men
of military age—2 percent. We accepted
a little under 2,000 last year. Two per-
cent of those were of military age.

The United States has a long and
proud history of providing refuge to
the world’s most vulnerable. That his-
tory includes my father-in-law, Israel
Goldfarb. He and his family came from
Russia. They were refugees escaping
the programs of a czar. I have been dis-
gusted in recent days to see some of
my Republican colleagues shun the
American tradition of displaying com-
passion for those in need, of sheltering
those fleeing torture, rape and oppres-
sion. Frankly, I have been disappointed
by Republican fear-mongering and big-
otry.

Apparently they have learned noth-
ing from history. We cannot repeat the
dark days of the 1930s when many
Americans resolved to turn away help-
less refugees fleeing Nazi Germany and
Adolf Hitler or imprisoned innocent
Japanese Americans during World War
II, like our late colleague Dan Inouye
and his family.

Those mistakes were based on mis-
guided fears of people we did not know.
How many people died because of un-
founded apprehension? I don’t know
but far too many. Yet it seems many
Republicans are destined to go down
that same path again. Some in the Re-
publican Party have suggested that we
categorically block all Syrian refugees.
One Republican candidate for President
suggested we turn away even 5-year-old
refugee children. Two other Republican
candidates for President implied that
the United States of America should
have some sort of religious test for ref-
ugees. They are saying only Christians.
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